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Bashkardi – a language by convergence? 

  

Bashkardi, spoken in Southern Iran inland from the Strait of Hormuz, is a very little 
known language. The dialects differ on all levels of grammar and show strong 
influence of Persian. This talk will present some salient features of the phonology 
and morphology of Bashkardi and compare them to other Iranian languages to shed 
light on the development of the grammatical structures. I will examine the hypothesis 
that Bashkardi is not a genetic entity, but a group of Iranian dialects of diverse origin 
which developed common traits by a process of convergence, having found 
themselves next to each other in a small region that remains remote even today. 


